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SUBJECT: MFA OFEICIAL COMMENTS ON MES'HA SETTLEMENT 

REE: TEL AVIV 2769 

1 . IN DISCUSSING WITH EMBOFE ON APRIL 20 THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF AN ISRAELI SETTLEMENT ESTABLISHED AT MES'HA, THE MFA'S 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ADMINISTRATION OE THE TERRITORIES 
(GONEN) SAID THAT THE MOST SIGNIFICANT FACT ABOUT THE 
SETTLEMENT WAS THAT IT WAS THE FIRST "NEAR THE GREEN 
LINE" IN THAT AREA (THE NORTHERN PART OF THE WEST BANK). 
REEERRING TO PRESIDENT CARTER’S ENDORSEMENT OF "MINOR 
MODIFICATIONS," HE IMPLIED THAT MES'HA IS VIEWED IN THIS 
FRAMEWORK BY THE GOT 

2. THE THE EMBOEF'S REMAK THAT THERE HAD BEEN PREVIOUS 
UNAUTHORIZED SETTLEMENTS, PARTICUARLY QADUM,GONEN 
RESPONDED THAT HE WAS ONLY TALKING ABOUT AUTHORIZED 
SETTLEMENTS. HE ADDED THAT HE WOULD NOT BE SUR- 
PRISED IF, AFTER THE ELECTIONS, A NEW ISRAELI GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD OFEER THE MES'HA SITE TO SETTLERS NOW 
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LOCATED AT QADUM. TO EMBOFF'S QUESTION WHETHER THERE 
ARE PRESENTLY AN INTERNAL GOVERNMENTAL DISCUSSIONS 
ON THIS OPTION,GONEN REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT THINK SO. 

3. SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF, GONEN SAID THAT HE THOUGHT 
THERE WAS A PROBABILITY THAT THERE WOULD BE LAND CON- 
FISCATIONS "WITH PAID COMPENSATION, OF COURSE" IN 
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THE MES'HA AREA. IN ADDITION TO LAND, THE ISRAELIS 
ARE ALSO GIVING SOME THOUGHT TO FUTURE WATER SUPPLIES 
FOR MES'HA, GONEN INDICATED. MES'HA WOULD BE A MIXED 
URBAN-AGRICULTURAL SITE, HE SAID. 

4. COMMENTiGONEN'S ANTICIPATION OF LAND CONFISCATIONS 
AT MES'HA TENDS TO CONFIRM OUR EARLIER REPORT (TEL 
AVIV 2724). 

5.. THE GUSH EMUNIM HAVE PREVIOUSLY STATED THAT THERE 
ARE SEPARATE, DISTINCT NUCLEI FOR THE QADUM AND MES'HA 
STIES. IT IS DIFFICULT TO FORESEE CIRCUMSTANCES IN 
WHICH THEY MIGHT BE PERSUADED TO LEAVE QADUM, EVEN 
AFTER THE ELECTIONS. 

6. THE LOCAL PRESS APRIL 22 CITED STATE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS AS COMPLAINING THAT THE GOI APPROVAL OF 
SETTLEMENT AT MES'HA WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL TO PEACE 
EFFORTS. 

7. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR LEE HAS TOLD US IN CON- 
FIDENCE THAT AT A LUNCH WITH MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL 
AVINERI ON APRIL 20, HE EXPRESSED "CONCERN, DIS- 
PLEASURE AND SURPRISE" AT THE NEWS OF THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF THE SETTLEMENT. HE SAID HE WAS EXPRESSING 

A PERSONAL OPINION BUT ONE WHICH HE FELT SURE WOULD 
BE SHARED IN OTTAWA. (AVINERI IS GOING TO CANADA 
FOLLOWING HIS VISIT TO THE U.S. NEXT WEEK.) HE 
SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY SURPRISED AT THE TIMING 
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OF THE MOVE AND SAID THAT ISRAEL COULD NOT EXPECT 
ANY SUPPORT FROM CANADA IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL IF 
THE SUBJECT WERE TO BE DISCUSSED THERE.LEE SAID 
AVINERI ACKNOWLEDGED ALL THIS AND SAID THAT ON A 
PERSONAL BASIS HE FELT IT HAD BEEN A WRONG DECISION; 

HE ADDED THAT HE BELIEVED THAT ALLON FELT THE SAME WAY 
BUT HAD BEEN OVERRULED WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT. 
DUNNIGAN 
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